
This data visualization is comparing the medals that 
countries won at the Olympics to their GDP per capita. The 
goal of pu�ing these data side by side was to see how the 
wealth available in a country impacts the performance of the 
athletes, and therefore if wealthier countries have an unfair 
advantage.

I was surprised to find that the GDP per capita and the 
number of medals don't correlate as much as I thought they 
would. For example China, who has the second most total 
medals and is tied with the USA for the most gold medals, is 
45th in the rankings of GDP per capita among the 
countries that won medals. And Ireland, who only won 
7 medals, had the highest GDP per capita in the 
dataset.

Interestingly, total GDP correlated more strongly 
with medals won. This, I suppose, might be 
because higher population might correlate with 
total medals won, and countries with higher 
populations have greater reductions from total 
GDP to GDP per capita compared to countries 
with smaller populations.
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